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Although this disease stopped Matt’s 

career in its tracks, he persisted and 
actively involved himself in the ALS 
community and became a strong advo-
cate for right-to-try legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, each year Americans 
like Matt Bellina receive the dev-
astating news of a terminal diagnosis. 
Even with the amazing work done in 
American medical research, for too 
many families, access to these poten-
tially lifesaving treatments will come 
too late or not at all. 

Thousands of terminally ill patients 
suffer needlessly while awaiting final 
approval for drugs, therapies, and other 
medical technologies. While the Food 
and Drug Administration carries out 
its three-phase approval process, which 
can take years and cost billions of dol-
lars, many patients simply want the 
chance to try treatments that are al-
ready demonstrated to be safe. A bill 
that was unanimously passed by the 
Senate will offer them a chance to ex-
tend their lives. 

The Right to Try Act would ensure 
that terminally ill patients, together 
with their physicians and pharma-
ceutical manufacturers, can administer 
investigational treatments where no 
alternative exists. In fact, this bipar-
tisan idea is already the law in 37 
States. 

A Federal right-to-try law would pre-
vent the government from blocking ac-
cess to potentially lifesaving medica-
tions. It would require patients to first 
try all other available treatments and 
be unable to participate in clinical 
trials. 

For those patients caught between 
the traditional drug approval delays, 
the clinical trial process for which they 
do not qualify, and limited time, the 
right to try simply establishes the free-
dom for patients and their doctors to 
try therapies where the benefits far 
outweigh the risks. It gives them an 
option of trying to save their life. 

Mr. Speaker, whether it is a father 
courageously battling ALS or a brave 
child living with Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy, they deserve the right to 
try. 
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MASS SHOOTING IN LAS VEGAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. KIHUEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the tragedy that 
happened in my home town of Las 
Vegas last Sunday, October 1. 

Last week, a horrific mass shooting 
took place in the community that I 
grew up in. Immediately when I heard 
the news on Sunday night, like so 
many people, I felt helpless, and I 
rushed to the hospital to see how I 
could help. 

This shooting was the deadliest in 
modern U.S. history: 58 innocent peo-
ple have died, and over 500 were in-
jured. 

The 58 innocent victims came from 
all walks of life. They came to Las 

Vegas from all over the United States 
of America. Some were there to cele-
brate their birthdays, their favorite 
country singer, a night out with friends 
and family, and even celebrating their 
wedding anniversaries. 
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Even though these families will never 

get another Christmas, another 
Thanksgiving, or another birthday 
with their loved one, they will never 
forget them, and we won’t either. 

As we grieve for those who were 
killed or injured, and pray for their 
families, I want to recognize the heroes 
who bravely and selflessly rushed to 
help: law enforcement officers and first 
responders, including some who were 
off duty and attending the concert, 
who ran toward the gunfire to protect 
the concertgoers and provide des-
perately needed care for victims; peo-
ple at the concert who shielded those 
around them, gave them medical care, 
and led others to safety, exposing 
themselves to the hail of bullets while 
they tried to save others; people driv-
ing by who used their cars to help take 
shooting victims to the hospitals; 
strangers helping strangers; the 
healthcare professionals, doctors, 
nurses, support staff, and volunteers 
who have been working tirelessly 
around the clock to care for the more 
than 500 injured people; hospitality in-
dustry employees, who rushed to help 
however they could; and the Las Vegas 
businesses and residents, who have gen-
erously donated their money, time, and 
blood to help the victims. 

To all of these heroes, I say: Thank 
you. Thank you so much. 

Over the coming days and weeks, I 
plan to speak on this floor about each 
individual victim to honor their life 
and to tell their story. I will also be 
speaking out about what Congress 
needs to do to prevent another tragedy 
like this from happening. 

We should never forget the victims of 
October 1, 2017, but as we embark on 
the long process of healing, I am for-
ever grateful for the incredible heart 
and spirit shown by the Las Vegas 
community. I have never been prouder 
to be a Las Vegan, and I have never 
been prouder to be a Nevadan, and I 
know that my city is and will always 
be Vegas Strong. 
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COMMANDER SETH ANTHONY 
STONE WAS A SOLDIER FOR THE 
LORD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BABIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Commander Seth 
Anthony Stone, a native Texan, a de-
vout Christian, and a true American 
hero, who left us far too early on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, at the age of 41 years 
old. 

Twice the recipient of the Silver Star 
Medal, our Nation’s third highest com-
bat award, Seth was among the most 
highly decorated U.S. Navy SEALS. 

As a SEAL platoon commander in 
Iraq during the Battle of Ramadi in 
2006, he served alongside my son, Leif 
Babin, as they led some of the toughest 
sustained urban combat operations in 
the history of the SEAL teams. 

Seth was a storied and an exceptional 
combat leader that helped turn the tide 
for America in two of the most pivotal 
battles of the Iraq war. 

Seth and his SEAL platoon played an 
integral role in the victorious efforts of 
the U.S. Army’s 1st Armored Division’s 
Ready First Brigade Combat Team 
that transformed Ramadi from the 
most violent and dangerous place in 
Iraq to a stable, secure, and peaceful 
city. 

In more than 6 months of continuous 
urban combat, a number of his SEALs 
were wounded and killed in action, in-
cluding Master-at-Arms Second Class 
Michael A. Monsoor, when he dove onto 
a grenade to save three of his SEAL 
teammates next to him. For his ac-
tions, Petty Officer Monsoor was post-
humously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Seth returned to Iraq 2 years later 
and led a SEAL task unit that included 
American Sniper, Chief Petty Officer 
Chris Kyle, also from Texas. 

Seth’s outstanding combat record 
placed him in a very special class that 
included Petty Officer Michael 
Monsoor, Chief Petty Officer Chris 
Kyle, Petty Officer Marc Lee, and 
Petty Officer Ryan Job. 

Seth epitomized the warrior ethos, 
risking his life on many occasions in 
combat against our Nation’s mortal en-
emies. He saved countless U.S. service-
members, and he helped bring stability 
to embattled regions of the world. 

About his military service, Seth said: 
It was my honor to fight for my country. 

The best life is one lived as a sacrifice for 
others. I love my country, and I love the 
teams. That is what drove me to fight so 
hard for America while wearing the SEAL 
Trident. At the same time, I did not really 
consider myself to be a SEAL but, rather, a 
soldier for the Lord. 

In everything he did and throughout 
his life he served the Lord from a place 
of deep faith. He was a very special per-
son. I was proud to know him, and I 
will be forever grateful for his service 
to our great country and the friendship 
and camaraderie that he had with my 
son and all those whom he served with. 

While Seth has left us on Earth, his 
passion for his friends, his country, and 
his Lord will certainly live on and 
never be forgotten. 
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FEMA CAN DO BETTER FOR OUR 
FELLOW AMERICANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there was 
applause from the gallery, and every 
American applauds. 

Mr. Speaker, I have an alert for the 
Trump administration. The Trump-led 
FEMA, that is the Federal Emergency 
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